
                                                                            Algerian Journal of Biosciences 01(02) (2020) 051–060                                                                                       51 

 

Algerian Journal of Biosciences 
 

Journal homepage: http://www.ajbjournal.periodikos.com.br 
 

 

 

 

* Corresponding author . Yahaya.Tajudeen  Tel.: +234-8033550788 

E-mail address: yahaya.tajudeen@fubk.edu.ng and yahayatajudeen@gmail.com  
Peer review under responsibility of University El Oued 

DOI : https://doi.org/10.57056/ajb.v1i2.27 

Original Article 

Level and Health Risk Evaluation of Heavy Metals and Microorganisms in Urban 

Soils of Lagos, Southwest Nigeria 

Tajudeen O. Yahayaa*, Esther O. Oladeleb, Benjamin Chibsc, Abdulmalik Abdulazeeza, 

Kelechi Nnochiria, Akinola O. Stephena, Hikmat Ahmeda, Angela Daniela 

 

a. Department of Biology, Federal University Birnin-Kebbi, PMB 1157, Birnin-Kebbi, Nigeria  

b. Biology Unit, Distance Learning Institute, University of Lagos, Nigeria 

c. Department of Environmental and Resource Management, National Open University of Nigeria, Lagos   

ARTICLE INFOR ABSTRACT 

Article history:  

Received 25 November 2020 

Revised 14 December 2020 

Accepted 20 December 2020 

Heavy metal and microbial pollution of the environment are linked to the increasing 

prevalence of diseases worldwide. Accordingly, this study assessed the safety of urban soils in 

Lagos, Nigeria, with regard to the levels of lead (Pb), nickel (Ni), cadmium (Cd), copper (Cu), 

chromium (Cr), zinc (Zn), and microorganisms. Soil samples were collected from Iwaya, 

Makoko, and Ilaje areas of the city and subjected to atomic absorption spectroscopy (AAS) 

and microbiological examinations using standard protocols. The mean values obtained for the 

heavy metals and microorganisms were compared with the World Health Organization (WHO) 

permissible limits. The average daily oral ingestion (ADOI), average daily dermal ingestion 

(ADDI), and the hazard quotient (HQ) of the heavy metals were also calculated. The AAS 

indicated that the soils in the three areas contained non-permissible levels of the evaluated 

heavy metals, except Cu and Cd. The microbiological examinations also showed that the soils 

contained abnormal levels of heterotrophic bacteria (HB), hydrocarbon utilizing bacteria 

(HUB), heterotrophic fungi (HF), and hydrocarbon utilizing fungi (HUF). The ADOI of the 

heavy metals in the three areas were above the recommended levels, while ADDI were normal. 

Moreover, the HQ of oral ingestion of each heavy metal except Cr was greater than one, while 

the HQ of dermal ingestion of the heavy metals was less than one. These findings suggest that 

the soils could predispose the residents in the areas to diseases. Thus, there is a need for 

regular environmental sanitation and environmental pollution control in the areas, and personal 

hygiene.  
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1. Introduction  

The burden of diseases is rising worldwide in which 

environmental pollution is considered a significant factor. 

The burden is particularly enormous in developing 

countries due to financial constraints, poor technology, and 

poor enforcement of environmental laws [1-3]. About 8.9 

million people die yearly from pollution-related diseases, 

of which 8.4 million deaths (94%) occur in developing 

countries [4, 5]. Among environmental pollutants, heavy 

metals are the most studied because they are toxic and non-

biodegradable [6, 7]. There is no exact definition of heavy 

metal, but it is loosely defined as any element with a high 

molecular weight and a density five times greater than that 

of water [8, 9]. Most common heavy metals include lead 

(Pb), cadmium (Cd), arsenic (As), mercury (Hg), 
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manganese (Mn), nickel (Ni), zinc (Zn), chromium (Cr), 

cobalt (Co), copper (Cu), molybdenum (Mo), and antinomy 

(Sb) [7, 10]. The sources of heavy metals include soil 

erosion, weathering, agrochemicals, mining, and waste 

discharges from homes and industries [7, 11]. Some heavy 

metals play a biological role as micronutrients but become 

biotoxic at certain doses [12, 13]. Heavy metals can 

accumulate to toxic levels in the body [6], depleting the 

antioxidants and generating free radicals [7, 14]. Heavy 

metals are implicated in several health hazards, including 

respiratory, genetic and haematological diseases as well as 

skin, sight and brain damage [15].  

Another group of environmental contaminants that are 

implicated in the rising prevalence of diseases is 

microorganisms. Most microorganisms are harmless and 

even play an important role in the environment and 

biological systems [16]. However, some species of soil 

bacteria, fungi, protozoa, and viruses, can cause diseases at 

certain levels [17, 18]. Some microorganisms induce 

diseases in susceptible individuals, such as people with 

dysfunctional immune system [16, 19]. Some other 

microorganisms infect humans to complete their life-cycles 

[16, 19]. The sources of microorganisms in the 

environment include dumpsite wastes, septic tanks, 

sewage, and gardens as well as human and animal excreta 

[20-22]. 

The soil, being the reservoir for all elements, bears the 

greatest burden of environmental pollution [23]. Soils are 

polluted in a number of ways and urban soils, in particular, 

are often physically disturbed and chemically polluted [23, 

24]. The sources of contaminants in urban soils include 

vehicular traffic, home and industrial wastes, and 

agrochemicals [25, 26]. Humans are exposed to soil 

contaminants through skin contact, inhalation, and 

ingestion [27]. Overall, these showed that urban soils bear 

an enormous health burden. Thus, to stem the rising 

prevalence of diseases worldwide, periodic monitoring of 

heavy metals and microorganisms in urban soils as a 

preventive measure is necessary. To the best of our 

knowledge, a monitoring study with the mentioned 

objectives has not been carried out in Iwaya, Makoko, and 

Ilaje, which are densely populated areas of Lagos, Nigeria. 

Accordingly, this study determined the safety of urban 

soils in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje, with regard to the levels 

of selected heavy metals and microorganisms. 

2. Materials and Methods 

2.1. Description of the study sites 

The study was conducted in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje 

areas of Lagos, South-western Nigeria (Fig. 1). Lagos State 

lies between longitude 3°21'24'E and latitude 6°35'8'N 

[28]. The state shares boundaries with Ogun State on the 

north and east as well as the Republic of Benin on the west 

and the Atlantic Ocean on the south. The vegetation of the 

state is tropic with a short dry season between December 

and February and a long-wet season between March and 

November. The temperature ranges from 28.6 °C in the wet 

season to 33.7 °C in the dry season [29]. Lagos is one of 

the rapidly urbanizing cities in the world and the most 

industrialized in Nigeria. 

Iwaya and Makoko are located in Lagos Mainland Local 

Government Area of the state. Makoko is bordered on the 

West by Ebute Meta; in the South by Third Mainland 

Bridge, and East by Lagos Lagoon [28]. On the northern 

area of Makoko lies the Iwaya community. Iwaya is 

densely populated in the east of Lagos Lagoon and 

surrounded by several densely populated towns. Ilaje, 

another study site, is densely populated in Shomolu Local 

Government Area of the state. Generally, the study areas 

are characterized by heavy anthropogenic activities, filthy 

environments, and heavy traffics, whose health and 

environmental effects need to be monitored periodically. 

 
Figure 1: Location map of the study areas (ArcGIS 10.3 

software). 

2.2 Soil sample collection and preparation  

Ninety (90) soil samples (30 from each area) were 

collected from Iwaya, Maroko, and Ilaje between January 

and June 2020. The samplings were done randomly at a 

depth of 0-10 cm [30] into clean and pre-sterilized 

polyethylene bags, labelled appropriately, and transported 

to the laboratory. The samples were air-dried at room 

temperature (29 °C) for 6 days, and later oven-dried until 

constant weights were attained [31]. The samples were 

then ground with a mortar and pestle, sieved with a 2-mm 

mesh sieve, and homogenized [31]. The products obtained 

were stored in a desiccator before further analyses. 

2.3 Heavy metals analysis 

The soil samples were digested and analysed for heavy 

metals following procedures described by Yahaya et al. 
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[32]. One (1) g each of the soil samples was transferred 

into a pre-washed 100-mL beaker containing analytical 

grade 25 mL aqua-regia mixture (70% HNO3 and HCl ratio 

3:1) and 5 mL 30% H2O2. The mixture was digested at 80 

°C until a homogenous solution was obtained. The solution 

was cooled and then filtered using a Whatman No. 42 filter 

paper into a 50-mL volumetric flask and diluted to the 

mark with deionized water. The filtrate was then subjected 

to atomic absorption spectroscopy using a 

spectrophotometer (UNICAM, Model: 969) to determine 

the levels of Cu, Pb, Cd, Cr, Ni, and Zn. 

2.4 Quality assurance and control 

All glassware and plastic materials were washed with a 

detergent solution and rinsed with deionized water. The 

materials were then sterilized with 10% nitric acid and 

rinsed again with deionized water.  

Background contamination of the samples was checked to 

ensure the accuracy of the data. Blank samples were 

analysed after five samples and all analyses were replicated 

three times. The reproducibility of the values was found to 

be at the 95% confidence level. Thus, the mean value of 

each heavy metal was used for further interpretation. All 

the acids and reagents used were of high analytical grade. 

The performance of the instrument was checked by 

analysing the standard reference material solutions 

concurrently to check the precision of the instrument.  

2.5 Microbial analysis 

The total bacteria counts were estimated using the 

membrane filtration technique described by Brock [33]. 

Ten (10) g of each soil sample was added to 95 mL of 

0.1% (w/v) solution of sodium pyrophosphate to 

homogenize it [34]. The mixture was then passed through a 

sterile cellulose filter after which the filter was placed on a 

nutrient agar plate and incubated for about 24 hours at 35 
0C. The total bacteria colonies formed on the plate were 

then estimated using a colony counter. The membrane 

filtration technique was also used to estimate the coliform 

numbers. However, two-step enrichment was used to grow 

microbes [35]. The filters containing bacteria were placed 

on an absorbent pad saturated with lauryl tryptose broth 

and incubated at 35 0C for 2 hours. The filters were then 

transferred to an absorbent pad saturated with M-Endo 

media and incubated for 22 hours at 35 0C. Sheen colonies 

were observed and then estimated with a colony counter. 

All the isolates were then subjected to morphological and 

biochemical tests to identify individual species following 

standard procedures described by Abiola and Oyetayo [36]. 

2.6 Health risk assessment of the heavy metals 

The health risks of the soils were calculated from the 

average daily oral ingestion (ADOI), and average daily 

dermal ingestion (ADDI) of the selected heavy metals [37]. 

ADOI (mg/kg/d) = CI x IR x EF x ED/ABW x AT 

ADDI (mg/kg/d) = CI x SA x AF x ABS x EF x ED/ABW x AT 

In the formula above, CI represents the heavy metal 

concentration in the soil, IR is the ingestion rate of the soil, 

EF shows the exposure frequency, ED stands for exposure 

duration, SA represents the exposed surface area of skin, 

AF is the adherence factor, ABF shows the dermal 

absorption factor, ABW stands for the average body 

weight, AT is the average time. The standard values of 

these exposure factors are shown in Table 1 [38, 39]. 

Table 1: Standard values for calculating ADO1 and ADDI 

of the heavy metals 

 
Exposure Factors Units Values 

Concentration of metals in soil 

(Ci) 
Mg/L - 

Ingestion rate  of soil (IR) L/day 50 for child, 24 for adult 

Exposure duration (ED) Years 6 for child, 24 for adult 

Average body weight (ABW) Kg 29 for child, 65 for adult 

Average time (AT) Days ED x 365 

Exposure frequency (Ef) Days / Years 365 

Exposure duration (ED) Years 55 

Exposed skin area (SA) Cm2 2800 for children, 5700 for adult 

Soil to skin adherence factor Kg/Cm2/Day 
0.000001 for children, 

0.0000002 for adult 

Dermal absorption factor  

(ABFPb) 
- 0.006 

Dermal absorption factor  

(ABFNi) 
- 0.35 

Dermal absorption factor  

(ABFCd) 
- 0.14 

Dermal absorption factor  

(ABFCr) 
- 0.04 

Dermal absorption factor  

(ABFZn) 
- 0.02 

Dermal absorption factor  

(ABFCu) 
- 0.10 

  

The non-carcinogenic risks of the soils were calculated 

from the hazard quotient (HQ) of the oral and dermal 

ingestion of the heavy metals [37]. 

HQ = ADOI/RFD 

HQ = ADDI/RFD 

In the formula above, RFD represents the reference dose of 

a specific substance. The standard values of the oral and 

dermal reference dose of each heavy metal are shown in 

Table 2 [40]. 

Table 2: Oral/dermal reference dose (RFD) of Pb, Ni, Cd, Cr, Zn, 

and Cu in soils 

 

Metal 
Values 

Oral  RFD Dermal RFD 

Pb 0.00014 0.00014 

Ni 0.02 0.0008 

Cd 0.001 0.000025 

Crr 1.5 0.0195 

Zn 0.300 0.3 

Cu 0.04 0.04 
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2.7 Data analysis 

Descriptive statistics were used to summarize data 

collected from the sampling sites as mean and standard 

déviation (SD). 

3. Result and Discussion 

3.1 Levels of the selected heavy metals in the soil samples 

Table 3 reveals the levels of Pb, Ni, Cd, Cu, Cr, and Zn in 

the samples of urban soils obtained from Iwaya, Makoko, 

and Ilaje. All the mentioned heavy metals except Cd and 

Cu were detected in the soil samples above the World 

Health Organization (WHO) permissible limits. Zn had the 

highest concentrations in the soil samples of the three 

areas, of which Ilaje had the highest concentration (142.5 

mg/kg), followed by Makoko (118.75 mg/kg), and Iwaya 

(62.5 mg/kg). Cd was not detected in the three soil 

samples, making it the least detected heavy metal. This 

result is consistent with Adeyi and Babalola [41] and 

Famuyiwa et al. [30] who reported abnormal 

concentrations of Pb, Ni, Cu, Zn, Cr, and Cd in urban soils 

in some areas of Lagos. The finding of the current study 

indicated that the urban soils of the three areas may 

predispose residents to health hazards if ingested. Through 

groundwater and food chain, soils can transfer pollutants to 

humans [42]. Pb exposure can retard growth and cause 

neurologic, hearing, memory and calcium metabolism 

imbalance, among others [43]. Ni exposure causes allergy, 

cardiovascular and kidney diseases, lung fibrosis, lung and 

nasal cancer, and dermatitis [44]. Although detected at 

permissible limits, long-term exposure to Cu can cause 

gastrointestinal problems and liver diseases [45]. High 

doses of Zn increase apoptosis [46], and hexavalent 

chromium can cause cancers [47]. The observed sources of 

these heavy metals in the studied areas include automobile 

exhausts, lubricant oils, tires and brake wears, road 

abrasions, industrial wastes, sewage, gardens, and dump 

sites. 

Table 3: Heavy metal concentrations in soils from Iwaya, 

Makoko, and Iaje in Lagos 

Location Pb Ni Cd Cr Zn Cu 

Iwaya 2.35 ± 

0.006 

1.11 ± 

0.010 

ND 0.13 ± 

0.015 

62.53 ± 

0.058 

0.79 ± 

0.038 

Makoko 2.29 ± 

0.015 

1.05 ± 

0.012 

ND 0.15 ± 

0.015 

118.75 ± 

0.065 

0.84 ± 

0.006 

Illaje 2.25 ± 

0.010 

1.12 ± 

0.015 

ND 0.08 ± 

0.010 

142.5 ± 

0.5 

0.88 ± 

0.015 

WHO[48] ≤0.01 ≤ 0.02 ≤ 0.02 ≤0.05 ≤5.00 ≤5.00 

Values were expressed as Mean ± SD and mg/l; ND= not 

Detected; WHO = World Health Organization. 

3.2 Health risks of the selected heavy metals 

The ADOI and ADDI of Pb, Ni, Cu, Cr, and Zn by adults 

and children in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje through the urban 

soils are presented in Tables 4-7. The ADOI of Pb and Zn 

by adults in the three areas as well as Cr in Iwaya were 

above the recommended limits (Table 4). Except for Cr in 

Ilaje, the ADOI of the evaluated metals by children in the 

three areas were above the recommended limits (Table 5). 

These suggest that oral ingestions of the soils might 

predispose both adults and children in the areas to health 

hazards. However, dermal ingestion of the metals may not 

pose any risk to adults and children in the three areas as the 

ADDI of the heavy metals were within the recommended 

limits (Tables 6 and 7). Generally, the average daily 

ingestions (oral and dermal) of the heavy metals by 

children were greater than that of adults, indicating that the 

soils could pose greater risks to children than adults. 

The HQ of the heavy metals through oral and dermal 

ingestion by adults and children in the three areas are 

shown in Tables 8-11. Except for Cr, the HQ of the oral 

ingestion of the evaluated heavy metals of the three areas 

for both adults and children were above one, the threshold 

at which a substance is considered toxic (Tables 8 and 9). 

However, the HQ of the dermal ingestion of the heavy 

metals by both adults and children in the three areas was 

less than one (Tables 10 and 11). This again showed that 

the dermal ingestion of the heavy metals may not pose a 

significant risk compared to oral ingestion. From the 

Tables, HQ of both oral and dermal exposure of children in 

the three areas were greater than that of adults, which again 

indicate that the heavy metals in the soils may pose more 

risk to children than adults. Overall, the results indicate 

that the urban soils of the three areas pose health hazards to 

children and adults. For adults, the effects may be more in 

residents that live beyond the average life expectancy in 

Nigeria (55 years). This is because the calculation was 

done based on the average life expectancy in the country. 

This result is in line with Adedeji et al. [49] who reported 

the potential health risk of some heavy metals in residential 

garden soils in exposed children. Additionally, Peter and 

Adeniyi et al. [50] and Adedeji et al. [51] reported 

potential health risks of heavy metals (Cu, Zn and Cd) in 

urban soils for both adults and children in Lagos Mainland 

areas and Ijebu Ode, respectively. However, these results 

contradict Durowoju et al. [52] and Famuyiwa et al. [53] 

who reported no threat to the health of school children 

exposed to playground soils in certain areas of Lagos. 

Anthropogenic activities vary across the city which might 

have caused the uneven distribution of heavy metals and 

potential health risks. 

 

Table 4: Average daily oral ingestion (ADOI) of heavy metals by adults in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje Lagos 
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Location Pb Ni Cd Cr Zn Cu 

Iwaya 0.72 0.34 0.00 0.40 19.23 0.24 

Makoko 0.70 0.32 0.00 0.05 36.54 0.26 

Illaje 0.69 0.34 0.00 0.02 43.85 0.27 

RIDI[54] 0.21 0.50 0.06 0.20 - 0.90 

Values were expressed in mg/day; RDI = recommended daily intake. 

 

Table 5: Average daily oral ingestion (ADOI) of heavy metals by children in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje Lagos 

Location Pb Ni Cd Cr Zn Cu 

Iwaya 4.05 1.90 0.00 0.22 107.75 1.36 

Makoko 3.94 1.81 0.00 0.26 204.74 1.45 

Illaje 3.87 1.91 0.00 0.14 245.69 1.52 

RIDI[54] 0.21 0.50 0.06 0.20 - 0.90 

Values were expressed in mg/day; RDI = recommended daily intake. 

 

Table 6: Average daily dermal ingestion (ADDI) of heavy metals by adults in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje Lagos 

Location Pb Ni Cd Cr Zn Cu 

Iwaya 0.0000002 0.0000068 0.00 0.000000091 0.000022 0.000 

Makoko 0.00000024 0.0000064 0.00 0.0000001 0.00004 0.000001 

Illaje 0.0000002 0.0000068 0.00 0.00000006 0.000049 0.0000015 

RIDI[54] 0.21 0.50 0.06 0.20 - 0.90 

Values were expressed in mg/day; RDI = recommended daily intake. 

 

Table 7: Average daily dermal ingestion (ADDI) of heavy metals by children in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje Lagos 

Location Pb Ni Cd Cr Zn Cu 

Iwaya 0.0000013 0.000037 0.00 0.0000015 0.00025 0.0000076 

Makoko 0.000027 0.00021 0.00 0.0000005 0.0002 0.000008 

Illaje 0.000001 0.00003 0.00 0.0000003 0.00027 0.0000009 

RDI[54] 0.21 0.50 0.06 0.20 - 0.90 

Values were expressed in mg/day; RDI = recommended daily intake. 

 

Table 8: Hazard quotient (HQ) of the heavy metals via oral ingestion by adults in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje 

Location Pb Ni Cd Cr Zn Cu 

Iwaya 7200 17.00 0.00 0.27 64.10 6.00 

Makoko 7000 16.00 0.00 0.03 121.80 6.50 

Illaje 6900 17.00 0.00 0.01 146.17 6.75 

 

Table 9: Hazard quotient (HQ) of the heavy metals via oral ingestion by children in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje 

Location Pb Ni Cd Cr Zn Cu 

Iwaya 40500 94.80 0.00 0.18 359.20 9.00 

Makoko 39700 90.50 0.00 0.17 682.47 36.25 

Illaje 38700 95.50 0.00 0.09 818.97 38.00 

 

Table 10: Hazard quotient (HQ) of the heavy metals via dermal ingestion by adults in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje 

Location Pb Ni Cd Cr Zn Cu 

Iwaya 0.001 0.0085 0.00 0.000005 0.00005 0.00 

Makoko 0.0017 0.008 0.00 0.000005 0.0001 0.000025 

Illaje 0.0014 0.003 0.00 0.0000007 0.00016 0.000125 

 

Table 11: Hazard quotient (HQ) of the heavy metals via dermal ingestion by children in Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje 

Location Pb Ni Cd Cr Zn Cu 

Iwaya 0.009 0.046 0.00 0.000025 0.0008 0.00019 

Makoko 0.193 0.262 0.00 0.00003 0.00067 0.0002 

Illaje 0.0071 0.003 0.00 0.000015 0.00016 0.000003 
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3.3 Levels and species of microorganisms in the soil 

samples 

The levels and species of bacteria, fungi, and coliforms 

detected in the urban soils of Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje are 

presented in Table 12. The soil samples of the three areas 

have abnormal counts of heterotrophic bacteria (HB), 

hydrocarbon utilizing bacteria (HUB), heterotrophic fungi 

(HF), and hydrocarbon utilizing fungi (HUF). There was 

no faecal coliform (FC) in the soil samples from the three 

areas. HB had the highest counts of all the microbes 

isolated which were as high as 2.04 x 109 in Makoko, 1.98 

x 109 in Iwaya, and 1.61 x 109 in Ilaje. Morphological and 

biochemical characterizations of the isolates from the three 

studied areas revealed Bacillus spp. (bacteria) 

Pseudomonas aeruginosa (bacteria), Aspergillus niger 

(fungi), and Fasurium spp. (fungi). Makoko and Ilaje soils 

also contained Clostridium spp. (bacteria) and Mucor spp. 

(fungi). This result is consistent with Taiwo et al. [55] who 

detected abnormal bacterial and fungi counts in urban soils 

near electronic waste dumpsites in Alaba, Ogijo, and 

Ikorodu areas of Lagos. However, the absence of FC 

observed in this study contradicts Omotayo et al. [56] who 

detected abnormal coliform counts in urban garden soils in 

Lagos. These contrasting results might be due to varied 

anthropogenic activities and sanitary conditions across the 

city. The detection of bacteria and fungi species beyond 

permissible limits in this study again proves that the soils 

may pose a health threat to the residents of the three 

studied areas if ingested or inhaled. Clostridium spp. can 

be contracted through the exposure of wounds to soil and 

cause tetanus, botulism, and gas gangrene [57]. 

Clostridium spp. can also compromise the immune 

function and cause diarrhoea [58]. Bacillus spp. in the soil 

can contaminate water or food and poising humans [58]. 

Fasurium spp. secretes mycotoxin which can cause 

gastrointestitinal diseases [59]. Pseudomonas aeruginosa 

can cause endocarditis, osteomyelitis, pneumonia, urinary 

tract infections, gastrointestinal infections, meningitis, 

septicemia, folliculitis, ear infections, and cystic fibrosis, 

among others [60]. Aspergillusniger can induce allergy and 

may produce certain mycotoxins [61]. Mucor spp. causes 

mucormycosis in immunosuppressed individuals, 

predisposing them to allergy, gastrointestinal diseases as 

well as pulmonary diseases through inhalation or skin 

injuries [62]. Generally, the detection of HUB and HUF in 

the soils indicates the presence of substances containing 

hydrocarbons such as petrol and lubricants that may 

damage human health if ingested or inhaled [63]. 

Furthermore, the detection of HB and HF in all the soil 

samples suggests the presence of high concentrations of 

organic carbon, bio-films, and nutrients, which are 

necessary for the growth and survival of all 

microorganisms [64.]. This could partly be responsible for 

the abnormal microbial counts of the soil samples. The 

noticeable sources of microorganisms in the soils in the 

studied areas are nutrient-laden wastewaters from homes 

and small-scale industries, dumpsites, restaurants, gardens, 

and fishing, among others.

Table 12: Levels and species of microorganisms detected in the soils from Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje, Lagos 

Location    THB THF TFC THUB THUF Predominant species 

isolated ( x 109) ( x104) (x10) ( x103) ( x102) 

Iwaya 1.98  10  NA 57.0  3.0  

Bacillus spp, Pseudomonas 

aeruginosa, Aspergillus 
niger,Fasurium spp 

 

Makoko 2.04 16.00 NA 69.0 8  

Bacillus spp, Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa, Aspergillus 

niger,Fasurium spp Mucor 

spp, Clostridium spp 

Illaje 1.6100  4.00  NA 45.00  1.00  

Bacillus spp, Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa, Aspergillus 

niger,Fasurium spp Mucor 
spp, Clostridium spp 

WHO65 ≤ 100   ≤ 50 0 ≤ 100  ≤ 50  

Values were expressed in CFU/g; WHO = World Health Organization. 

 

THB = total heterotrophic bacteria; THF = total 

heterotrophic fungi; TFC = total fecal coliforms; THUB = 

total hydrocarbon utilizing bacteria; THUF = total 

hydrocarbon utilizing fungi. 

 

Conclusion 

Findings from the study indicated that the urban soils of 

Iwaya, Makoko, and Ilaje areas of Lagos contained heavy 

metals beyond the WHO permissible limits, particularly 

Pb, Ni, Cr, and Zn. The ADOI of these heavy metals by the  

 

residents of the areas were more than the recommended 

limits. Furthermore, the HQ of the heavy metals through 

oral ingestion in the three areas was greater than one, the 

limit above which a substance is considered toxic. The 

soils from the three areas also contained abnormal counts 

of HB, HUB, HF, and HUF. Overall, the results showed 

that the urban soils in the three areas may predispose 

residents to diseases. While we recommend more studies to 

ascertain our claims, health and environmental agencies in 



Yahaya et al / Algerian Journal of Biosciences 01(02) (2020) 051–060                                                                                                57 

 

the areas should ensure a clean and healthy environment. 

Residents are also advised to practice personal hygiene and 

regular environmental sanitation. 

Acknowledgements 

Not applicable. 

Conflict of Interest  

The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest 

 

References 

1. Briggs D. (2003) Environmental pollution and the global burden of disease. Br Med Bull 2003; 68:1-

24.doi:10.1093/bmb/ldg019. 

2. Landrigan PJ, Fuller R. Global health and environmental pollution. Int J Public Health 2015; 60:761–762. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00038-015-0706-7. 

3. Eqani S, Khalid R, Bostan N. Human lead (Pb) exposure via dust from different land use settings of Pakistan: a 

case study from two urban mountainous cities. Chemosphere 2016; 155: 259–265. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2016.04.036. 

4. WHO. 7 million deaths annually linked to air pollution. 2014. Available at http://www.who.int/phe/health_topics/ 

outdoorair/databases/en/. Accessed September 8, 2020. 

5. WHO. Burden of disease from Household Air Pollution for 2012. WHO, Geneva, 2014. Available at http://www. 

who.int/phe/health_topics/outdoorair/databases/FINAL_HAP_AAP_BoD_24March2014.pdf?ua=1. (Accessed 

September 1, 2020). 

6. Masindi V, Muedi KL. Environmental Contamination by Heavy Metals. Hosam El-Din M. Saleh and Refaat F. 

Aglan, IntechOpen. 2018. DOI:10.5772/intechopen.76082. Available at https://www.intechopen.com/books/heavy

 metals/environmental-contamination-by-heavy-metals. 

7. Ali H, Khan E, Ilahi I Metals: Environmental Persistence, Toxicity, and Bioaccumulation. J Chem 2019. Article 

ID 6730305. https://doi.org/10.1155/2019/6730305. 

8. Järup L. Hazards of heavy metal contamination. Br Med Bull 2003; 68:167-182. doi:10.1093/bmb/ldg032.  

9. Banfalvi G. Cellular Effects of Heavy Metals. Netherlands, London, New York: Springer. 2011. 

10. Bhargava P, Gupta N, Vats S and Goel R. Health Issues and Heavy Metals. Austin Journal Environ Toxicol 2017; 

3(1): 1018. 

11. Morais S, Costa FG, Pereira M L. Heavy metals and human health. In: Oosthuizen J, editor. Environmental health 

– emerging issues and practice. 2012. pp. 227–246. [InTech].  

12. Jaishankar M, Tseten T, Anbalagan N, Mathew BB, Beeregowda KN. Toxicity, mechanism and health effects of 

some heavy metals. Interdiscip Toxicol 2014; 7(2):60-72. doi:10.2478/intox-2014-0009.  

13. Mahurpawar M. Effects of Heavy Metals on Human Health. Int J Res – Granthaalayah 2015;1 (special issue): 1-7.  

14. Ercal N, Gurer-Orhan H, Aykin-Burns N. Toxic metals and oxidative stress Part I: mechanisms involved in metal-

induced oxidative damage. Curr Top Medi Chem 2001; 1 (6): 529–539. 

https://doi.org/10.2174/1568026013394831. 

15. Yahaya T, Okpuzor J. Variation in Exposure to Cement Dust in Relation to Distance from Cement Company. Res 

Environ Toxicol 2011;5: 203212. DOI: 10.3923/rjet.2011.203.212. 

16. Jeffery S, van der Putten WH. Soil Borne Diseases of Humans. Joint Research Commission Scientific and 

Technical Reports. 2011. Pp 1-56. 

17. Awisan J, Venchito DJ, Angelica B, Lizlotte C, Deanna MF. Aerobic pathogenic and opportunistic bacteria of 

public health significance in Ireland dumpsites soil. SLU Research Journal 2011; 42(1):27-37. 

18. Steffan JJ, Brevik EC, Burgess LC, Cerdà A. The effect of soil on human health: an overview.  Eur J Soil 

Sci 2018; 69(1):159-171. doi: 10.1111/ejss.12451.  

19. Alberts B, Johnson A. Molecular Biology of the Cell. 4th edition. New York: Garland Science and Cell Biology of 

Infection. 2002. Available at https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK26833/.Accessed A September 2, 2020. 

20. Nyandjou YMC, Yakubu SE, Abdullahi IO, Machido DA. Enteric Bacteriaof Public Health Significance Isolated 

From Zaria Metropolis Dumpsite Soil. Sci World J 2018; 13(4):30-34.  

21. Tresch S, Moretti M, Le Bayon RC, Mäder P, Zanetta A, Frey D, Fliessbach A. A Gardener's Influence on Urban 

Soil Quality. Front Environ Sci 2018;6:25. doi:10.3389/fenvs.2018.00025.  

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00038-015-0706-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2016.04.036
http://www/
https://www.intechopen.com/books/heavy%09metals/environmental-contamination-by-heavy-metals
https://www.intechopen.com/books/heavy%09metals/environmental-contamination-by-heavy-metals
https://doi.org/10.1155/2019/6730305
https://doi.org/10.2174/1568026013394831
http://dx.doi.org/10.3923/rjet.2011.203.212
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK26833/


Yahaya et al / Algerian Journal of Biosciences 01(02) (2020) 051–060                                                                                                58 

 

22. Holcomb DA, Knee J, Sumner T, Adriano Z, Bruijn E, Nalá R, Cumming O, (2020). Humanfecal contamination 

of water, soil, and surfaces in households sharing poor-quality sanitation facilities in Maputo, Mozambique. Int J 

Hyg Environ Health226-113496.https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijheh.2020.113496. 

23. Ashraf MA, Maah MJ, Yusoff I. Soil Contamination, Risk Assessment and Remediation, Environmental Risk 

Assessment of Soil Contamination, Maria C. Hernandez-Soriano, IntechOpen. 2014. DOI: 10.5772/57287. 

Available at https://www.intechopen.com/books/environmental-risk-assessment-of-soil. 

24. Wu J. Urban ecology and sustainability: the state-of-the-science and future directions. Landsc Urban Plan 2014; 

125: 209–221. 10.1016/j.landurbplan..01.018. 

25. McBride, M. B. Toxic metals in sewage sludge-amended soils: Has promotion of beneficial use discounted the 

risks? Adv Environ Res 2002; 8 (1): 5–19. doi: 1O.1016/S1093-0191(02)00141-7. 

26. Mackay AK, Taylor MP, Munksgaard NC, Hudson-Edwards KA, Burn-Nunes L. Identification of environmental 

lead sources and pathways in a mining and smelting town: mount Isa, Australia. Environ Pollut 2013; 180: 304–

311.https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envpol.2013.05.007. 

27. Li G, Sun GX, Ren Y, Luo XS. Urban soil and human health: a review. Eur J Soil Sci 2018 (special issue): 1-21. 

doi: 10.1111/ejss.12518.  

28. Oyinloye MA, Olamiju IO, Popoola OO. Urban renewal strategies in developing nations: A focus on Makoko, 

Lagos State, Nigeria. J Geogr Reg Plan 2017; 10(8): 229-241.https://doi.org/10.5897/JGRP2017.0631. 

29. Ojeh VN, Balogun AA, Okhimamhe AA. Urban-Rural Temperature Differences in Lagos. Climate 2016; 4(2), 29; 

https://doi.org/10.3390/cli4020029. 

30. Famuyiwa AO, Lanre-Iyanda YA, Osifeso O. Impact of Land Use on Concentrations of Potentially Toxic 

Elements in Urban Soils of Lagos, Nigeria. J Health Pollut 2018; 8 (19):180904. doi: 10.5696/2156-9614-

8.19.180904. 

31. Gebeyehu HR, Bayissa LD. Levels of heavy metals in soil and vegetables and associated health risks in Mojo 

area, Ethiopia. PLoS one 2020; 15 (1): e0227883. https://doi.org/ 10.1371/journal.pone.0227883.  

32. Yahaya T, Doherty VF, Akinola OS, Shamsudeen A. Heavy Metal Profile and Microbial Counts of Selected 

Sachet Water Brands in Birnin Kebbi. Ife J Sci 2019; 21 (1): 229-234. https://dx.doi.org/10.4314/ijs.v21i1.20. 

33. Brock TD. Membrane Filtration: A User's Guide and Reference Manual. Madison, Wis.:Science Tech, Inc. 1983. 

34. Vieira FCE, Naha E. Comparison of microbial numbers in soils by using various culture media and temperatures. 

Microbiol Res 2005; 160 (2): 197-202. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.micres.2005.01.004. 

35. Yahaya T, Oladele E, Sifau M, Audu M, Bala J, Shamsudeen A. Characterization and Cytogenotoxicity of Birnin 

Kebbi Central Abattoir Wastewater. UJESR2020; 5 (special issue): 63-70.  

36. Abiola C, Oyetayo VO. Isolation and Biochemical Characterization of Microorganisms Associated with the 

Fermentation of Kersting’s Groundnut (Macrotyloma geocarpum). Res J Microbiol 2016; 11:47-55. 

DOI: 10.3923/jm.2016.47.55. 

37. United State Environmental Protection Agency.RiskAssessmentGuidanceforSuperfundVolumeI:HumanHealth 

Evaluation Manual(PartE,SupplementalGuidanceforDermalRiskAssessment);  USEPA: Washington 

DC,USA,2004. 

38. Pan L. Assessments of levels, potential ecological risk, and human health risk of heavy metals in the soils from a 

typical county in Shanxi Province, China. Environ Sci Pollut Res 2016; 23:19330–19340, 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-0167044-z. 

39. United States Environmental Protection Agency. Exposure Factors Handbook2011 Edition (Final). U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC, EPA/600/R-09/052F. 2011. 

40. Atanassov I. New Bulgarian soil pollution standards. Bulgarian J Agricul Sci2007; 14: 68–75.  

41. Adeyi AA, Babalola BA. Lead and Cadmium Levels in Residential Soils of Lagos and Ibadan, Nigeria. J Health  

Pollut 2017; 7 (13):42-55. DOI: 10.5696/2156-9614-7-13.42. 

42. Hamad SH, Schauer JJ, Shafer MM, Al-Rheem EA, Skaar PS, Heo J, et al. Risk assessment of total and 

bioavailable potentially toxic elements (PTEs) in urban soils of Baghdad-Iraq. Sci Total Environ 2014;1: 494-

495():39-48. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2014.06.006. 

43. Nkwunonwo UC, Odika PO, Onyia NI. A Review of the Health Implications of Heavy Metals in Food Chain in 

Nigeria. Scie World J 2020. Article ID:  6594109. https://doi.org/10.1155/2020/6594109. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijheh.2020.113496
https://www.intechopen.com/books/environmental-risk-assessment-of-soil
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envpol.2013.05.007
https://doi.org/10.5897/JGRP2017.0631
https://doi.org/10.3390/cli4020029
https://dx.doi.org/10.4314/ijs.v21i1.20
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.micres.2005.01.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.3923/jm.2016.47.55
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-0167044-z
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2014.06.006
https://doi.org/10.1155/2020/6594109


Yahaya et al / Algerian Journal of Biosciences 01(02) (2020) 051–060                                                                                                59 

 

44. Genchi G, Carocci A, Lauria G, Sinicropi MS, Catalano A. Nickel: Human Health and Environmental Toxicology. 

Int J Environ Res Public Health. 2020; 21;17(3):679. doi: 10.3390/ijerph17030679. 

45. Taylor AA, Tsuji JS, Garry MR. Critical Review of Exposure and Effects: Implications for Setting 

Regulatory Health Criteria for Ingested Copper. Environ Manag 2020;65 :131–159. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00267-019-01234-y. 

46. Plum LM, Rink L, Haase H. The essential toxin: impact of zinc on human health. Int J Environ Res Public Health 

2010; 7(4):1342-65. doi:10.3390/ijerph7041342. 

47. Sun H, Brocato J, Costa M. Oral Chromium Exposure and Toxicity. Curr Environ HealthRep 2015;2 (3):295-303. 

doi: 10.1007/s40572-015-0054-z. 

48. World Health Organization. International year of freshwater. General assembly resolution A/RES/55/196. 2003. 

Available at http://www.wateryear2003.org/.(Accessed August 18, 2020). 

49. Adedeji OH, Olayinka OO, Tope-Ajayi OO, Awosika A. Spatial Distribution and Health Risk Assessment of 

Heavy Metals in Urban Parks and Gardens Soils in Lagos State, Nigeria. J Agri Sci Environ 2017; 18 (1 &2):16-

35.  

50. Peter E, Adeniyi GB.  Spatial Relationships of Urban Land Use, Soils and Heavy Metal Concentrations in Lagos 

Mainland Area. J Appl Sci Environ Manage 2011;15 (2) 391 399.  

51. Adedeji OH, Olayinka OO, Tope-Ajayi OO. Spatial Distribution and Health Risk Assessment of Soil Pollution by 

Heavy Metals in Ijebu-Ode, Nigeria. J Health Pollut 2019;9 (22):190601. doi: 10.5696/2156-9614-9.22.190601. 

52. Durowoju OS, Edokpayi JN, Popoola OE, Odiyo JO. Health Risk Assessment of Heavy Metals on Primary 

School Learners from Dust and Soil within School Premises in Lagos State, Nigeria. IntechOpen Chapter 18, 

pp 320-336. http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.74741. 

53. Famuyiwa AO, Davidson CM, Oyeyiola AO, Ande S, Lanre‐Iyanda Y, Babajide SO. Pollution characteristics and 

health risk assessment of potentially toxic element school playground soils: A case study of Lagos, Nigeria.  Hum 

and Ecolog Risk Assess 2019; 25 (7): 1729-1744. https://doi.org/10.1080/10807039.2018.1460192. 

54. Ullah A, Maksud MA, Khan SR, Lutfa LN, Quraishi SB. Dietary intake of heavy metals from eight highly 

consumed species of cultured fish and possible human health risk implications in Bangladesh. Toxicol Rep 2017; 

4: 574–579. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.toxrep.2017.10.002. 

55. Taiwo MO, Onatunde OO, Bamisile O, Nwachukwu BC, Sakariyau AO. Assessment of Soil Microorganisms, 

Heavy Metal Levels and Natural Radionuclei Concentrations of Three Electronic Waste Dumpsites in Nigeria. Int 

J MicrobiolRes 2018; 9 (3): 81-88. DOI: 10.5829/idosi.ijmr.81.88. 

56. Omotayo AE, Simeon OM, Amund OO. Microbial Qualities of Vegetables, Water  and Soils from 

Vegetable Gardens in Lagos State, Nigeria. Nigerian Journal Microbiol 2017;31(1): 3763-3767.  

57. Doron S, Gorbach SL. Bacterial Infections: Overview. Int Encyclop Public Health 2008; 273-82. 

https://dx.doi.org/10.1016%2FB978-012373960-5.00596-7. 

58. Popoff MR. Multifaceted Interactions of Bacterial Toxins with the Gastrointestinal Mucosa. Future Microbiol 

2011; 6 (7):763-797.https://doi.org/10.2217/fmb.11.58. 

59. Antonissen G, Martel A, Pasmans F, Ducatelle R, Verbrugghe E, Vandenbroucke V. The impact of Fusarium 

mycotoxins on human and animal host susceptibility to infectious diseases. Toxins (Basel) 2014;  6 (2):430-52. 

doi: 10.3390/toxins6020430. 

60. Mena KD, Gerba C. P. Risk assessment of Pseudomonas aeruginosa in water. Rev Environ Contaminat Toxicol 

2009; 201:71-115. doi:10.1007/978-1-4419-00326_3.  

61. Gautam AK, Sharma S, Avasthi S, Bhadauria R. Diversity, Pathogenicity and Toxicology of A. niger: An 

Important Spoilage Fungi. Res JMicrobiol 2011; 6: 270-280. DOI: 10.3923/jm.2011.270.280. 

62. Ribes JA, Vanover-Sams CL, Baker DJ. Zygomycetes in human disease. Clin MicrobioRev 2000; 13(2):236-301. 

doi: 10.1128/cmr.13.2.236-301.2000.  

63. Xu X, Liu W, Tian S, Wang W, Qi Q, Jiang P.Petroleum Hydrocarbon-Degrading Bacteria for the Remediation of 

Oil Pollution Under Aerobic Conditions: A Perspective Analysis. Front Microbiol 2018; 3;9:2885. doi: 

10.3389/fmicb.2018.02885. 

64. Amanidaz N, Zafarzadeh A, Mahvi AH. The Interaction between Heterotrophic Bacteria and Coliform, Fecal 

Coliform, Fecal Streptococci Bacteria in the Water Supply Networks. Iran Journal Public Health 2015; 

44(12):1685-92.  

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00267-019-01234-y
http://www.wateryear2003.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.74741
https://doi.org/10.1080/10807039.2018.1460192
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.toxrep.2017.10.002
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016%2FB978-012373960-5.00596-7
https://doi.org/10.2217/fmb.11.58


Yahaya et al / Algerian Journal of Biosciences 01(02) (2020) 051–060                                                                                                60 

 

65. WHO. Guidelines for Drinking water- Quality: Incorporating the first and second addenda volume1: 

Recommendations. World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland. 2008.  

Recommended Citation 

Yahaya TO Oladele EO, Chibs B, Abdulazeez A, Nnochiri  K, Stephen AO, Ahmed  H, Daniel A. Level and Health Risk Evaluation of 

Heavy Metals and Microorganisms in Urban Soils of Lagos, Southwest Nigeria. Algerian Journal of Biosciences. 2020, 01;02:051-060.  

DOI : http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4394091 

 

 

 

 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 International License 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

